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TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  Article  14  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order, 
1926,  I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Twenty  Third  Annual  Report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Lancaster. 

This  report  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  1492 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  BUCHANAN. 


3 1st  May,  1936. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Borough  and  Port),  School  Medical  Officer, 
and  Medical  Superintendent  of  Smallpox  Hospital : 

J.  D.  BUCHANAN,  M  B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer : 

Miss  R.  T.  RANKIN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Port  Sanitary  Inspector,  Food  Inspector  and 
Inspector  of  Factories  and  Workshops  and  Canal  Boats  : 

H.  SCHOLEFIELD  * * * §f 

Sanitary  Inspectors  (General,  District  and  Port) : 

W.  W.  JACKSON  *f$ 

C.  R.  VARCOE  *f 

Health  Visitors  (who  also  act  as  School  Nurses) : 

Mrs.  D.  SMITH  (Superintendent)  §|| 

Miss  M.  THOMPSON  °fl 
Miss  B.  B.  THOMS  (to  April)  *||fl 
Mrs.  E.  BROWN  (to  April)  §|| 

Miss  E.  AVEYARD  (from  May)  §||fl 
Miss  L.  M.  WINDER  (from  May)  §||fl 
Miss  G.  M.  LLOYD  (from  June)  §||fl 

Veterinary  Inspector  and  Meat  Inspector  (part-time) : 

G.  C.  WEBSTER,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 

Public  Analyst  (part-time) : 

HARRI  HEAP,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

Clerical  Staff : 

H.  H.  KELLETT  (Chief  Clerk).  J.  V.  SMITH  (Clerk). 

H.  TOWNSON  (Junior  Clerk)*  T.  E.  HODGSON 

(to  September)  (Junior  Clerk)  (from  Sept.) 

*  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  R.S.I.  or  Joint  Board, 

t  Certificate  for  Meat  Inspection. 

$  Certificate  of  Sanitary  Science. 

§  General  Trained  Nurse. 

||  C.M.B. 

If  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 

°  Children’s  Nurse. 


3 


CONTENTS. 


Section 


>5 


*5 


>5 


A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

B.  — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the 

Area  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

C.  — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  ... 

D.  — Housing 

E.  — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  ... 

F.  — Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 

Diseases 

G.  — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 


Pages 

5-  11 

12— 13 

13— 18 
18—22 
22—26 

27—34 

35—40 


Tables  and  Statistics  ... 


41—45 


A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  Acres)  . 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate),  Mid-year,  1935 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1935)  according  to 
Rate  Books  . 

Rateable  Value  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ... 


5,036 

46,570 

11,981 

£281,381 

£1,107 


The  change  in  the  boundary  of  the  area  during  the  year  increased 
the  acreage  from  3,482  to  5,036. 


The  population  figure  of  46,570  is  the  mid-year  estimate  for  the 
area  as  now  constituted.  The  resident  population  (staff  and  patients) 
of  the  County  Mental  Hospital  (3,111)  and  that  of  the  Royal  Albert 
Institution  (907)  are  included  in  the  figure  46,570. 

The  population  of  the  area,  as  revealed  by  the  Census  26/27  April, 
1931,  was  43,396,  compared  with  41,410  in  the  year  1911,  and  40,212 
in  1921.  The  increase  in  population,  due  to  the  extension  of  the 
Boundary  on  1st  April,  was  about  250. 


Industries  and  Occupations. 

The  chief  manufactures  of  the  town  are  those  of  linoleum,  oilcloth, 
etc.  Cotton  weaving,  furniture  making,  artificial  silk  works,  and  dye 
works  are  other  industries  which  provide  employment  for  considerable 
numbers. 


Unemployment. 

The  Unemployment  Exchange  figures  shew  an  average  of  892 
totally  unemployed  during  the  year,  compared  with  885  in  1934,  823 
in  1933,  993  in  1932,  1,130  in  1931,  984  in  1930,  864  in  1929,  792 
in  1928,  and  670  in  1927. 

The  average  number  of  temporary  stoppages  during  the  year  was 
571,  compared  with  542  in  1934,  348  in  1933,  306  in  1932,  777  in 
1931,  521  in  1930,  and  106  in  1929. 
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Females 

337 

12 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  1935.* 

Total  Males 

(  Legitimate  ...  ...  •••  686  ...  349 

^lve  nt  S  I  Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  36  ...  14 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  15.3. 
Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  31  ...  15  ...  16 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births,  41. 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  560  ...  293  ...  267 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  resident  population,  12.0. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  short  list) :  — 

Rate  per  1,000  Total 
(live  and  still  births) 

2  ...  2.69 

..  Nil  ...  Nil 

2  ...  2.69 


No.  29 — Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 
No.  30— Other  Puerperal  causes 
1 1 '  otal  ...  ... 


57 

58 
38 

1 

1 
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Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age :  — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  Births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  Births  ... 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  Births 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

*  The  statistics  here  given  are  composite  figures  comprising  the  records  of  the 
former  area  for  the  portion  of  the  year  prior  to  the  date  of  alteration  of 
the  boundary  and  those  of  the  altered  area  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  A 
modified  estimate  of  population — 46,475— has  been  specially  designed  for  use 
with  the  composite  records  of  births,  deaths  and  notifiable  diseases  of  the 
year  1935. 

Case  Rates  of  Infectious  Diseases  (per  1,000  civilian  population). 

England  and  Wales.  Lancaster 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  2.96  ...  7.04 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1-60  ...  2.97 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  0.04  ...  0.13 

The  rates  for  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  expressed  in 
relation  to  the  number  of  births  registered  were  :  — 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  3.60  ...  0.00 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  9.44  ...  8.07 

(per  1,000  total  births  registered) 
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Statistics  (Supplied  by  the  Registrar-General). 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

• 

All  Causes  ... 

293 

267 

1  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

_ 

2  Measles 

1 

_ 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

_ 

4  Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

1 

5  Diphtheria 

— 

5 

6  Influenza 

7 

3 

7  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

8  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

9  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

13 

10 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

4 

1 1  Syphilis 

— 

3 

12  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes 
Dorsalis 

2 

3 

13  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

27 

21 

14  Diabetes 

4 

4 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

20 

16 

16  Heart  Disease 

67 

76 

17  Aneurysm 

— 

18  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

19 

11 

19  Bronchitis 

7 

10 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

27 

12 

21  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

2 

22  Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

5 

_ _ 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

3 

3 

24  Appendicitis 

3 

1 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

_ 

26  Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

_ 

6 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

8 

5 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

11 

12 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

2 

30  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

_ 

31  Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 
Malformations,  etc. 

12 

12 

32  Senility 

7 

11 

33  Suicide 

4 

3 

34  Other  Violence 

15 

6 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

27 

21 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

3 
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Statistics  (Supplied  by  the  Registrar  General)— (Continued). 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  3  5  above) :  — 

SmalFpox  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  :  — 

T  otal  ...  ...  •••  •••  •  •  • 

21 

20 

Legitimate  ... 

21 

19 

1 

Illegitimate  ... 

\ 

Live  Births  :  — 

Total  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

363 

349 

Legitimate  ... 

349 

337 

Illegitimate  ... 

14 

12 

Still  Births  :  — 

Total  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

15 

16 

Legitimate  ... 

13 

14 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

2 

Population 

46,475 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  1935  was  560,  compared  with  513 
in  1934,  564  in  1933  and  540  in  1932. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Typhoid  Fever  or  Scarlet  Fever.  There 
was  one  death  from  Measles,  one  from  Whooping  Cough,  and  five 
from  Diphtheria. 

Deaths  from  Influenza  increased  from  four  to  ten.  In  the  year 
1933  the  number  was  32. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  numbered  23, 
compared  with  13  in  1934,  and  32  in  1933. 
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There  was  a  slight  fall — from  54  to  48— in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Cancer.  The  1933  figure  was  63  (later  in  this  Report  are  given 
the  Cancer  Figures  for  the  past  21  years).  Deaths  from  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases,  which  rose  from  68  to  77 
in  the  previous  year,  fell  to  60  in  the  year  1935. 

Whilst  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  as  conv 
pared  with  the  previous  year,  fell  from  50  to  36,  the  number  from 
Heart  Disease  rose  from  101  to  143.  Syphilis,  General  Paralysis  of  the 
Insane,  etc.,  were  causes  of  eight  deaths,  as  compared  with  none  in  1934. 

In  18  cases  the  cause  of  death  was  uncertified.  A  certificate  was 
granted,  after  postmortem  examination,  by  the  Coroner,  who  held  31 
inquests. 

Thirty^two  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  180  out  of  560,  occurred 
in  Institutions. 

The  natural  increase  in  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  was  152,  compared  with  163  in  1934,  64  in  1933,  68  in  1932, 
and  119  in  1931. 

No  definite  figures  are  available  for  Sic\ness  or  Invalidity,  apart 
from  the  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases.  Particulars  of  these  are 
given  in  the  section  relating  to  Infectious  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  Diphtheria  were  epidemic 
during  the  year.  The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough 
was  in  excess  of  that  recorded  for  either  disease  for  many  years. 

Deaths  in  Institutions. 


Number 

Name  of  Institution.  of  Deaths. 

Public  Assistance  Institution,  Lancaster  ...  ...  41 

Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

County  Mental  Hospital,  Lancaster  ...  ...  ...  23 

Nazareth  House,  Lancaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Slyne  Road  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Slyne  Road  Pulmonary  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  4 

Outside  Institutions  and  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  8 
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The  Table  below  shews  the  general  and  infant  mortality  rates 
calculated  for  the  various  Wards  in  the  area.  It  should  be  observed 
that  the  total  (43,307)  of  the  estimated  population  of  the  various 
Wards  falls  short  of  the  estimate  (46,475)  used  by  the  Registrar' 
General  by  3,168.  This  last  figure  represents,  approximately,  the 
non-native  population  in  our  two  largest  institutions. 

The  method  adopted  for  estimating  the  Ward  population  was  to 
multiply  the  number  of  houses  by  3.76  (the  average  number  of  persons 
per  house).  The  1931  Census  figures  are  no  longer  accurate,  owing 
to  recent  building  operations  in  Scotforth  and  Skerton  W ards,  and 
the  conseaxuent  shifting  of  the  population. 


Ward. 

Population 

(est’d.). 

Total 

Deaths. 

General 
death-rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

Infant 

Deaths. 

Infant 
death-rate 
per  1,000 
Births. 

Bulk 

3,184 

48 

15.08 

3 

53 

Castle 

3,536 

53 

14.99 

5 

109 

J.o’Gaunt  . 

4,699 

56 

11.92 

3 

39 

Park 

2,988 

45 

15.06 

5 

91 

Queen’s  ... 

4,819 

68 

14.11 

4 

61 

Scotforth  . 

9,893 

123 

12.43 

9 

53 

Skerton  ... 

11,054 

115 

10.40 

7 

39 

St.  Anne’s 

3,134 

52 

16.39 

5 

93 

Borough  . 

43,307 

560 

12.93* 

41 

58 

*This  figure  (12.93)  probably  represents  the  crude  general  death' 
rate  for  the  Borough  more  accurately  than  does  that  (12.0)  given  by 
the  Registrar'General. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  position  of  Lancaster  in  regard  to 
the  rates  specified,  compared  with  other  districts  in  the  County. 


csMMEtv-  to wjuh  ■’auaflrxg^i^.- 

Birth 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

District 

Rate 

General* 

Death  Rate 

Accrington 

11.3 

14.4 

41 

Ashton-under- Lyne 

12.3 

14.0 

66 

Chadderton 

11.4 

13.6 

63 

Chorley  ... 

12.7 

13.2 

99 

Darwen  ... 

11.0 

15.2 

48 

Eccles 

12.8 

11.6 

41 

Farnworth 

12.9 

12.2  (13.1) 

68 

Hey  wood 

12.2 

12.9 

68 

Leigh 

13.6 

15.3 

80 

Lytham  St.  Annes 

8.5 

16.0  (12.8) 

23 

Middleton 

12.7 

14.2 

35 

Nelson 

9.5 

12.4  (13.2) 

76 

Radcliffe 

11.4 

13.8  (15.3) 

55 

Rawtenstall 

9.8 

13.3 

50 

Stretford 

13.0 

12.3 

60 

Swinton  6s?  Pendlebury  ... 

14.0 

10.8 

58 

Waterloo  6s?  Seaforth  ... 

17.3 

12.9  (13.1) 

61 

Widnes  ... 

20.1 

12.3 

69 

LANCASTER . 

15.3 

12.0  (11.8) 

57 

*  The  figures  in  brackets  show  the  death-rate  adjusted  by  the 
“comparability  factor”  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General. 
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B. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area. 


Detailed  information  regarding  the  services  provided  in  the  area 
was  given  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1930,  and  only  alterations  or 
developments  during  the  year  are  given  in  this  Report. 

Particulars  of  the  Staff  appear  on  page  3. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — A  contributory  scheme  was  inaugurated 
during  the  year  by  the  Lancaster  District  Nursing  Society,  whereby  in 
return  for  weekly  contributions  of  varying  amount  subscribers  are 
entitled  to  certain  nursing  services  in  their  homes. 

Hospitals.— The  scheme  for  extension  at  the  Royal  Lancaster 
Infirmary  is  almost  complete.  “The  accommodation  for  patients,  in  the 
general  wards,  is  108  beds  for  ward  patients,  and  15  for  private  patients, 
and  in  the  maternity  ward,  15  beds  for  ward  patients,  and  two  for 
private  patients — a  total  number  of  140  beds.” 

During  the  year  the  Town  Council  made  arrangements  with  the 
Infirmary  for  the  provision  of  Maternity  beds  for  women  referred  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  These  arrangements  included  an  annual 
grant  of  £165,  and  payment  at  the  rate  of  two  guineas  weekly  for  each 
patient  referred  The  arrangement  became  operative  on  the  1st  Febnu 
ary,  1935,  and  is  “determinable  by  12  calendar  months’  notice  in  writ' 
ing  given  at  any  time  by  either  side.” 

The  Council  also  resolved  to  make  an  annual  subscription  of  ten 
guineas  to  the  Christie  Cancer  Hospital  and  Holt  Radium  Institute, 
Manchester,  to  which  Lancaster  cases  are  sent  for  treatment. 

Health  Visitors.— The  staff  of  four  Health  Visitors,  who  also  act 
as  School  Nurses,  was  augmented  by  the  appointment  of  a  fifth  (Miss 
Aveyard),  and  the  vacancies  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Thoms 
and  Mrs.  Brown  were  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Winder  and 
Miss  Lloyd.  Mrs.  Smith  was  made  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and 
School  Nurse. 
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Orthopaedic  Treatment. — In  conjunction  with  the  County  Council, 
arrangements  were  made  for  massage  treatment  at  the  Infirmary  of 
children  referred  from  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 


C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — The  additional  storage  provided  by  the  Langthwaite 
reservoir  from  the  autumn  of  1934  has  solved  the  problem  of  the  suffb 
ciency  of  supply  for  many  years  to  come.  Additional  filters  have  been 
installed  at  the  Burrow  Beck  FilterTouse,  enabling  the  Committee  to 
filter  and  treat  the  whole  supply.  The  object  of  filtering  and  treating 
what  is  initially  a  pure  water,  from  springs  and  upland  surface  sources, 
is  threefold — -(1)  to  remove  the  peaty  discoloration,  (2)  to  prevent  the 
incrustation  of  mains  and  pipes,  and  (3)  to  reduce  its  plumbo'solvent 
action. 


A  few  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  These  related 
chiefly  to  a  brown  discoloration,  and  a  greasy  precipitate  which  ad' 
hered  to  the  surface  of  baths. 

An  enquiry  as  to  the  action  of  Lancaster  water  on  copper  pipes 
was  investigated,  and  the  enquirer  reassured. 

One  sample,  brought  to  the  Health  Office  because  of  a  peculiar  taste, 
was  found  to  contain  an  excess  of  iron  in  solution,  probably  due  to 
disturbance  in  the  main..  One  sample  was  examined,  bacteriologically 

and  chemically,  during  the  year.  The  results  of  analyses  are  tabulated 
at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

In  the  area  added  to  the  Borough  in  April,  there  are  100  dwelling' 
houses,  91  of  whichhave  a  water  supply  from  the  Corporation’s  mains. 
In  six  cases  the  supply  is  from  springs,  in  two  cases  from  well,  and  in 
one  case  from  a  stream. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  work  of  laying  the  new  intercepting 
sewer  on  the  Lancaster  side  of  the  Lune  is  approaching  completion. 
The  cesspools  connected  with  the  premature  housing  development  on 
the  Oxcliffe  Estate  are  being  replaced  by  a  proper  sewerage  system. 
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In  the  added  area  there  are,  in  addition  to  1 02  water  closets,  1 1 
pail  closets,  2  privies,  and  9  cesspools. 

Complaints  were  received  of  the  flooding  of  cellars  in  Earl  Street 
and  elsewhere.  The  Earl  Street  sewer  is  unsatisfactory,  but  cannot  be 
remedied  so  long  as  some  owners  withhold  consent  to  the  disconnection 

of  their  cellar  drainage. 

Closet  Accommodation.- — Owing  to  housing  development  the  num¬ 
ber  of  water  closets  increased  from  15,079  to  15,520.  Pail  closets  in' 
creased  from  17  to  29,  and  privy  middens  from  8  to  10,  as  a  result  of  the 
boundary  extension. 

Public  Cleansing. — The  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  greatly 
facilitated  by  the  wholesale  provision  of  ashbins  during  the  year.  Tip' 
ping  at  Greaves  Quarry  was  continued,  not  without  complaints  from 
adjoining  residents.  Other  sites,  more  remote  from  dwelhng'houses, 
have  been  secured  for  future  tipping,  which  is  to  be  controlled. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Inspection.  Re'inspections. 

Dwelling'houses  :  — 


Inspected  on  Complaint . 

619 

757 

Re  Infectious  Diseases 

441 

50 

Housing  Acts 

87 

71 

Routine  Inspections  ... 

201 

— 

Factories 

136 

— 

Workshops 

254 

— 

Workplaces,  other  than  Outworkers  ... 

19 

■ — 

Offensive  Trades 

322 

— 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

133 

— 

Drains 

78 

189 

Stable  Premises  and  Garages  ... 

42 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds 

4 

— . 

Smoke  Observations  ... 

18 

— 

Markets :  — 

Fish,  Retail  ... 

122 

_ 

,,  Wholesale 

51 

- — 
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Cattle 
General 
Unsound  Food 
Overcrowding 

Shops : — 

Fish  ... 

Fried  Fish  ... 

Provision 

Meat 

Ice  Cream  ... 
Slaughterhouses 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
Milk  Shops 
Canal  Boats 
Public  Urinals  ... 

Houses  Let-in-Lodgings 
Port  Inspections 
Flooded  Cellars 
Miscellaneous  ... 


Inspections.  Re-inspections. 

59  ...  — 

94  ...  — 

42  ...  — 

27  ...  9 


94 

93 

59 

734 

72 

682 

87 

87 

64 

64 

67 

7 

55 

736 


Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 

Houses  dealt  with  :  — 


Housing  and 

Public  Health  Town  Planning 
Acts.  Acts. 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  ...  —  ...  89 

Roofs  reconstructed  or  repaired  ...  ...  —  ...  29 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  —  ...  24 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  —  ...  34 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  ...  2 

Walls  and  Chimneys  pointed  and  repaired  —  ...  18 

Repairs  and  renewals  to  W.C.  accommoda- 

tion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7  4  ... 

Ashpits  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  20  ...  — 

Bins  replaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  40*  ...  — 


Ashpits  demolished  and  replaced  by  bins  ...  6  (12  bins)  — 

New  Sinks  or  other  sanitary  fittings  ...  20 

*  In  addition  4,000  were  replaced  under  new  bye-laws. 
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Yard  and  lobby  pavements  repaired 

•  •  • 

14 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed 

38 

• - 

Gutters  and  downspouts  repaired  or  renewed 

•  •  • 

112 

Provided  with  sufficient  water  supply 

49 

— 

Water  services  repaired 

55 

- - 

Plasterwork 

»  *  * 

29 

Accumulations  removed 

5 

— 

Drains  tested 

•  •  • 

197 

General  nuisances  ... 

26 

56 

Dirty  houses  cleansed 

6 

— 

Cesspool  choked 

1 

— 

Referred  to  Other  Departments  :  — 

Surveyor’s  Department 

ater  ...  •  •  •  * • •  • • •  •  •  • 

Gas  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Notices  Served  in  1935. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 


...  { 


Housing  Acts 


Preliminary 

Statutory 

Preliminary 

Statutory 


35 

19 

2 


1 87 
37 

177 

16 


Notices  Outstanding  at  the  End  of  the  Year. 

Preliminary  ...  ...  •  •  ♦  21 

Statutory  ...  •  • «  •  •  •  13 

Shops. — Under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  two  shops 
were  dealt  with,  in  which  the  sanitary  accommodation  was  improved. 
No  action  was  taken  in  relation  to  ventilation  or  temperature. 

Smoke  Abatement.— Apart  from  police  court  proceedings  for  set' 
ting  on  fire,  we  have  no  powers  for  dealing  with  the  smoke  nuisance 
from  domestic  chimneys.  The  increasing  use  of  gas  and  electricity, 
however,  for  cooking  and  heating  has  prevented  an  increase  in  the 
pollution  of  the  air  from  this  source  proportionate  to  the  increasing 
number  of  houses  in  the  area.  The  recent  developments  in  the  instah 
lation  and  the  extension  of  low'temperature  plants  throughout  the 
country  should  lead  to  an  increased  supply  of  smokeless  fuel  available 
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for  use  in  the  open  grate  at  a  reasonable  price.  Unlike  some  larger 
towns,  the  Corporation  Gas  Works  cannot  cope  with  the  demand  for 
coke  for  this  purpose.  Much  of  the  local  output  is  used  in  the  area  for 
steam-raising  purposes,  and  because  of  this,  there  are  four  chimneys, 
other  than  domestic,  which  do  not  emit  any  smoke.  New  boiler  plant 
or  smoke-consuming  appliances  have  been  installed  in  recent  years  in 
the  case  of  five  works.  Smoke  has  been  abated  very  considerably  in 
the  case  of  six  chimney  stacks  by  the  part-use  of  electric  power. 

Of  the  39  factory  chimneys  in  the  Borough,  less  than  ten  cause 
nuisance  from  time  to  time  owing  to  excessive  smoke.  In  three,  perhaps 
five,  instances  there  is  a  shortage  of  boiler  power.  In  three  others  the 
duties  of  the  stoker  are  not  solely  connected  with  his  boiler. 

As  a  result  of  observations  during  the  year,  followed  by  visits 
to  the  works,  and  interviews  with  the  responsible  persons,  various  im- 
provements  were  effected.  Thus,  in  one  case  a  “relief”  was  arranged 
for  during  meal  times,  when  most  smoke  was  emitted.  In  another  case, 
that  of  an  overloaded  boiler,  induced  draught  was  fitted,  and  a  portion 
of  the  machinery  linked  to  electric  power.  In  a  third  case  an  assist¬ 
ant  engineer  was  detailed  for  daily  observation  of  the  chimneys,  and 
to  deal  promptly  with  any  excess  of  smoke.  In  another  case  the  manager 
promised  to  arrange  for  the  stoker  to  give  more  time  to  the  duty  of 
firing,  and  in  the  fifth  case  a  new  steam-raising  unit  is  being  intro¬ 
duced,  with  a  taller  chimney. 

Complaints  from  the  general  public  were  few,  and  had  reference  to 
eight  of  the  thirty-three  chimneys  in  use. 

There  is  one  instance  in  the  area  where  the  installation  of  a  new 
plant  has  reduced  the  amount  of  coal  used  by  almost  30  per  cent., 
and  the  smoke  now  emitted  is  negligible.  In  this  case  it  has  been 
realised  that  smoke  emission  in  large  amount  does  not  pay,  and  that  the 
saving  in  fuel  will  in  less  than  ten  years  make  the  installation  remuner¬ 
ative. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  are  no  privately  owned  swim¬ 
ming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public  in  the  area. 

The  Corporation  Swimming  Baths  in  Cable  Street  have  not  been 
adequate  to  the  demand  on  them  in  recent  years,  and  new  baths  are 
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to  be  provided  on  another  site,  the  existing  baths  to  be  retained  for  the 
use  of  school  children. 

The  water  used  at  the  Cable  Street  baths  is  mechanically  filtered 
but  not  chlorinated.  The  filtration  plant  is  not  capable  of  dealing  with 
the  water  in  the  busy  season,  without  the  additional  safeguard  of 
chlorination.  Under  ordinary  conditions  the  water  has  been  found  to 
be  satisfactory  on  bacteriological  examination.  The  most  recent  analysis 
(the  sample  was  taken  when  there  were  several  persons  bathing)  showed 
the  absence  of  B.  Coli  in  100  cc.,  and  the  probable  number  of  Colb 
aerogenes  bacteria  per  100  cc.  of  water  as  nil. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  schools 
are  satisfactory.  The  provision  of  a  constant  supply  of  hot  water  and 
of  spray-baths  is  much  to  be  desired,  and  should  be  included  in  all  new 
schools. 

The  recommendations  of  the  official  Memorandum  on  Closure  of 
and  Exclusion  from  School,  1927,  are  followed  in  the  area.  No  schools 
were  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 

D. — Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  :  — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under 

(b) )  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  461 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  110 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  — 

(3)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  351 

(b)  With  state  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts:  — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  110 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  — 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  387 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  393 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 
above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 
1925 

/  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers 


17S 

220 


165 


368 


309 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18,  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  90 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  — - 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
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Q _ Proceedings  under  Section  19  and  21  of  the  Housings 

Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  21 

D.— Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  weie 

determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit 

Housing  conditions  in  the  area  are  in  process  of  transformation. 
Already  one  quarter  of  the  persons  to  be  displaced  from  Clearance 
Areas  have  been  re-housed  on  the  Marsh  Estate,  and  it  seems  probable 
that  the  programme  will  be  completed  within  the  five  years  allowed 
for  it,  provided  the  building  trade  proves  equal  to  the  task  of  building 
the  houses  required  for  this  purpose  and,  in  addition,  the  houses  re¬ 
quired  to  relieve  overcrowding.  For  this  latter  purpose  rather  more  than 
100  houses  will  be  needed.  The  number  would  have  been  much  greater 
had  not  the  standard  fixed  by  the  Act  of  1935  been  so  low. 

Even  when  these  two  tasks  have  been  accomplished  there  will  stid 
remain  a  large  amount  of  work  to  be  done  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
The  number  of  houses  which  are  more  or  less  unfit,  but  which  can  be 
made  fit  at  a  reasonable  cost,  is  not  definitely  known— it  probably  exceeds 

a  thousand. 

Early  in  the  year  a  scheme  was  approved  for  the  fumigation  by 
The  London  Fumigation  Company  of  the  furniture  from  houses  in 
Clearance  Areas  and  for  the  disinfestation  of  verminous  Corporation 
houses.  The  scheme  has  worked  smoothly  and  satisfactorily  under 
the  direction  of  the  Housing  Manager,  who  has  also  carried  out  the 
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scheme  of  differential  renting  approved  by  the  Committee.  This  latter 
scheme  ensures  that  larger  families  with  small  incomes  get  such  relief 
in  rent  as  enables  them  to  have  a  reasonable  margin  of  income  left 
wherewith  to  provide  for  the  necessary  food  and  clothing,  fuel,  etc. 
Miss  Baynes,  Housing  Manager,  has  supplied  the  details  of  the  scheme, 
as  follows  :  — 

“A  sliding  scale  has  been  adopted  for  the  rents  of  houses  built 
under  the  1930  Act  which  has  now  been  in  operation  just  over  a  year. 

"The  basic  inclusive  rent  is  8/6  for  a  man  and  wife  earning  <£2, 
with  an  addition  of  6d.  for  each  ten  shillings  by  which  the  wage  exceeds 
£2,  and  a  rebate  of  6d.  for  each  half-crown  by  which  the  income  is 
less  than  £2. 


“A  shilling  rebate  is  allowed  for  each  child  of  school  age  or  under. 
"Children’s  earnings  under  15/-  are  ignored. 

“Sixpence  is  added  for  each  child  earning  15/-  to  25/-. 

“A  shilling  is  added  for  each  child  earning  25/-  and  over. 

"The  maximum  rebate  is  5/-,  giving  a  minimum  rent  of  3/6. 

"Two  typical  cases  will  show  the  effect  of  the  scale — 

(1)  A  family  of  six  persons  : 


Average  wage  of  father — £2  4s.  Od.  Basic  Rent  ... 

„  „  son  — £2  5s.  Od.  Add 

„  ,,  son  — £1  9s.  Od.  Add 


Allowance  for  Child  under  14  years 

Rent  due 

(2)  A  family  of  eight  persons  : 

Average  wage  of  father,  £2  10s.  Od.  Basic  Rent 

Because  wage  exceeds  £2  by  1  Os.  ...  Add 


Allowance  for  six  children  under  14  years  ... 

Rent  due 

but  the  rent  charged  was  3/9 — the  amount  paid  in 
house  vacated. 


8s. 

6d. 

Is. 

Od. 

Is. 

Od. 

10s. 

6d. 

Is. 

Od. 

9s. 

6d. 

8s. 

6d. 

Os. 

6d. 

9s. 

Od. 

6s. 

Od. 

3s. 

Od. 

the 

old 

€ 

“It  will  be  seen  that  the  first  family  has  18/-  a  head  after  paying 
rent,  and  the  second  family  5/9. 

“Families  in  similar  circumstances  living  on  the  other  Corporation 
Estates  would  each  pay  9/5  rent,  leaving  the  larger  of  the  two  families 
51-  a  head  for  food,  light,  heat,  clothes,  clubs  and  incidental  expenses.” 

The  figures  given  on  a  previous  page  show  that  the  Corporation 
erected  110  houses  for  the  re-housing  of  tenants  from  clearance  areas, 
etc.,  during  the  year,  and  that  351  were  erected  by  private  enterprise, 
compared  with  559  in  the  year  1934.  In  the  course  of  the  survey  for 
overcrowding  made  at  the  end  of  the  year,  about  100  houses  were 
found  untenanted,  and  it  is  significant  that  many  of  these  had  a  To  Let 
notice  displayed,  instead  of  a  notice  For  Sale.  The  renis  of  the 
majority  of  these  empty  houses  are  beyond  the  means  of  the  average 

worker. 

No  clearance  areas  were  represented  in  the  year  under  review. 
An  enquiry  was  held  on  the  21st  of  May  in  respect  of  the  14  areas 
represented  at  the  close  of  the  year  1934. 

Demolition  orders  were  made  on  the  following  houses  represented 
under  Sec.  19  of  the  1930  Act:— Nos.  114  and  116,  Penny  Street, 
Nos.  5  and  6,  Happold’s  Yard,  No.  1,  Kirkby’s  Yard  and  No.  5, 
Nelson  Street.  Similar  orders  were  made  on  Nos.  9,  11a,  lib  and  11c, 
Bridge  Lane,  and  Nos.  21,  23  and  25,  Damside  Street,  which  had  been 
excluded  by  the  Minister  of  Health  from  the  Bridge  Lane  Clearance 

Order. 


E. — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

As  a  result  of  the  boundary  extension  in  April,  twelve  dairy 
farms  were  added  to  the  fifteen  already  in  the  area.  Regular  inspection 
is  made  of  these  and  of  other  dairies  and  milk  shops.  New  applicants 
for  the  sale  of  milk  are  personally  interviewed  and  instructed,  and  their 
premises  visited. 

Five  hundred  and  ninety-seven  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for 
dirt  by  the  cotton-wool  wad  sediment  test — 460  of  these  were  found 
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to  be  satisfactory  by  this  test,  and  137  unsatisfactory.  The  vendors 
of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  seen  and  cautioned,  and  subsequent 
samples  showed  an  improvement  in  most  cases. 

Notices  were  served  in  five  instances,  requiring  structural  alter" 
ations  or  improvements  to  farm  buildings,  and  in  one  instance  a  new 
cowshed  was  provided  without  notice. 


Fourteen  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  bacterial  count  and 
tubercle  bacilli.  In  no  case  was  tubercle  found,  but  coliform  bacilli 
were  present  in  eight  samples.  The  bacterial  count  figures  per  cubic 
centimetre  were :  — 


No.  of  Samples 
Percentage 


Under 

o 

o 

o 

o 

\ 

30,000- 

200,000- 

Over 

10,000 

30,000 

200,000 

500,000 

500,000 

9 

2 

2 

— 

1 

64 

14 

14 

— 

7 

These  figures  show  an  improvement  on  those  for  the  previous 
year.  The  amount  of  designated  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  still  only  a 
small  percentage  of  the  total,  but  is  increasing  slowly.  Most  of  it  was 
produced  outside  the  area  prior  to  April.  During  the  year,  Grade  A 
(T.T.)  milk  from  S.  Westmorland  was  retailed  for  the  first  time  in 
the  Borough  at  the  same  price  as  ordinary  milk.  It  has  had  a  good 
reception,  deservedly,  and  its  increasing  sale  is  acting  as  a  stimulus  to 
the  ordinary  producer.  Its  keeping  qualities  should  commend  it  to  the 
housewife.  Clean  milk,  efficiently  pasteurised  in  the  area,  is  supplied 
to  the  schools  under  the  scheme  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board. 

The  conditions  under  which  milk,  other  than  designated,  is  dis¬ 
tributed  remain  unsatisfactory.  There  is  too  much  exposure  of  the 
milk  to  contamination  in  its  journey  from  the  cow  to  the  consumer. 
In  this  respect  a  rapid  improvement  can  be  expected  if  consumers  will 
patronise  the  producers  of  designated  milk.  A  large  quantity  of  this  is 
now  being  sent  to  the  factory,  while  the  housewife  continues  to  buy  the 
ungraded  product.  All  milk  for  human  consumption  should  be 
designated. 


Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  a  cow  was  notified  by  the 
owner,  found  to  be  tubercular,  and  slaughtered.  The  veterinary  officer, 
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who  is  rendering  valuable  service  in  connection  with  the  local  milk 
supply,  inspected  thirty  cows,  following  the  notification. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  bulk  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  time  is  absorbed  in 
the  supervision  of  the  food  supply,  in  the  inspection  of  meat  at  the 
public  slaughter-house,  the  market  stalls,  shops  and  places  where  food 
is  prepared. 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections  nearly  nine  tons  of  unsound  food 
were  condemned. 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
and  inspected  at  the  Slaughter-house  during  the  past  five  years: 


1930. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

Cattle  . . . 

2,585 

2,286 

2,254 

2,449 

2,590 

2,856 

Calves  . . . 

364 

338 

367 

420 

499 

440 

Sheep  . . . 

14,153 

13,742 

16,454 

18,238 

17,610 

16,233 

Pigs 

2,491 

2,755 

3,575 

3,454 

3,494 

3,888 
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UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED  IN  1935. 


Description. 

Cattle — Tubercular 

Other  diseases 

Pigs — T  ubercular  ... 

Other  diseases 

*  Sheep — Flukes 

Other  diseases 

Beef — Imported,  Chilled  . . . 

„  Frozen  . . . 

Veal  (Tinned) 

Corned  Beef 
Eggs  (Imported) 

Haddock  (Wet) 

Kippers 

Plaice 

Cod 

Potatoes 

Plums 

Raspberries 

Strawberries 

Apples 

Oranges 

Pears 


Approximate  Weight 
Destroyed. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

— 

15 

3 

16 

1 

13 

— 

12 

— 

4 

2 

4 

— 

5 

2 

2 

— 

5 

3 

2 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

_ 

8 

3 

8 

.  - 

2 

1 

18 

_ _____ 

_ 

— 

6 

_ 

12 

— 

16 

_ _ 

— 

— 

m 

_ 

3 

— 

22 

— 

2 

2 

25 

— 

1 

1 

3 

20 

3 

2 

— 

16 

— 

— 

2 

16 

— 

1 

3 

2 

15 

— 

12 

— 

16 

— 

— 

3 

6 

— 

2 

— 

9 

8 

16 

2 

m 

Adulteration,  Etc. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  144  samples 
were  submitted  for  analysis.  These  consisted  of  76  of  milk,  40  of  butter, 
18  of  cream,  6  of  cheese,  and  4  of  lard. 

The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  138  samples  were  genuine,  but 
that  6  of  the  milk  samples  were  not. 

These  6  samples  are  numbered  2,  4,  39,  55,  63  and  67  in  the 
following  statement,  which  shows  the  results  of  subsequent  sampling :  - 
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m: 


No.  of  Sample. 

Date. 

Fat. 

Solids  not  Fat. 

2 

21  Jan. 

4.40 

8.30 

15 

5  Feb. 

3.65 

8.75 

4 

21  Jan. 

2.65 

8.68 

13 

5  Feb. 

4.30 

8.68 

39 

15  April 

2.45 

8.61 

49 

21  May 

3.80 

9.25 

55 

21  May 

2.80 

9.04 

67 

1 8  June 

2.80 

9.11 

75 

9  July 

3.75 

8.79 

63 

18  June 

2.85 

9.05 

74 

9  July 

3.65 

8.99 

The  average  percentage  of  fat  in  the  total  76  samples  of  milk  was 
3.64,  and  of  non-fatty  solids,  8.90.  In  none  of  them  was  any  preserva¬ 
tive  found. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

A  sample  of  butter,  alleged  to  have  been  the  cause  of  sickness  in 
two  children,  was  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  Man¬ 
chester  University.  The  chemical  examination  showed  that  it  was  a 
genuine  sample  of  butter,  and  the  bacteriologist  was  unable  to  isolate 
any  pathogenic  organisms  from  the  sample. 

Nutrition. 

Information  as  to  foods  and  food  values  was  given  at  the  various 
school  clinics  and  child  welfare  centres,  also  in  schools  and  homes  visited. 

There  is  evidence  that  knowledge  of  the  subject  is  increasing 
amongst  mothers,  especially  those  who  read  intelligently  articles  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  local  and  national  newspapers. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1935. 
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Total... 

Notified — ( a )  5  From  County  Mental  Hospital.  ( b )  36  From  Hospital  or  Institution.  (c)  9  From  Hospital  or  Institution. 


F. — Infectious  Diseases. 


The  year  1935  was  characterised  by  epidemic  prevalence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria. 

Smallpox.  The  area  has  been  free  from  smallpox  since  the  year 
1905. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Three  hundred  and  twenty  cases  were  notified,  64 
of  them  being  over  fifteen  years  of  age.  The  Ward  distribution  was  as 
follows :  — 


Bulk 

28 

Queen’s  . . . 

17 

Castle 

16 

Scotforth 

101 

John  o’  Gaunt 

42 

Skerton  . . . 

70 

Park 

25 

St.  Anne’s 

21 

The  elementary  schools  chiefly  affected  were  Bowerham,  Cathedral, 
Scotforth  and  Skerton. 

Three-quarters  of  the  cases  were  notified  within  four  days  of  the 
onset  of  illness.  In  19  instances  the  illness  had  lasted  for  more  than  a 
week  before  notification.  The  disease,  as  in  the  previous  year,  was 
generally  mild  in  character- — there  were  no  deaths.  Investigation 
showed  that  in  the  families  affected  there  were  several  members  suffering 
from  sore  throat  unaccompanied  by  a  rash.  No  relation  was  observed 
between  the  disease  and  puerperal  fever,  and  there  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  any  undue  prevalence  in  the  area  during  the  year  of  other 
streptococcal  infections. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  of  the  320  notified  cases  were 
removed  to  hospital,  after  investigation  of  the  home  circumstances,  and 
uncomplicated  cases  were  discharged  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the 
disease.  The  average  duration  of  stay  in  hospital  for  all  cases  was 
32  days. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  hospital  accommodation 
was  severely  taxed,  only  exceptional  cases  were  admitted.  It  is  difficult 
to  persuade  some  parents  that  removal  to  hospital  of  a  child  suffering 
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from  a  mild  attack  of  scarlet  fever  will  neither  be  to  the  child’s  advan¬ 
tage  nor  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  to  other  children  in  the  house. 

A  conference  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  which 
the  Joint  Hospital  serves  was  held  to  discuss  measures  for  securing  that 
the  hospital  accommodation  should  be  used  to  be  the  best  advantage. 

Diphtheria.  This  disease  has  been  more  or  less  epidemic  in  the 
area  since  the  autumn  of  1932.  In  1933  there  were  164  cases  notified. 
The  figure  dropped  in  1934  to  61,  but  rose  again  to  130  in  1935.  Of 
these  130  cases,  61  occurred  in  the  5  -  10  age  group.  All  but  14  cases 
were  removed  to  hospital,  and  there  were  five  deaths.  In  the  majority 
of  the  cases  the  disease  was  moderate  in  character.  A  number  were 
merely  “carriers,”  with  few  or  no  symptoms.  Skerton  and  Scotforth 
Wards  were  those  chiefly  affected,  and  the  maximum  incidence  of  the 
disease  was  from  September  to  the  end  of  the  year.. 


Ward  incidence  of  Diphtheria  : 

:  - — - 

Bulk 

19 

Queen’s  . . . 

13 

Castle 

12 

Scotforth  ... 

27 

John  o’  Gaunt 

5 

Skerton  . . . 

...  -38 

Park 

10 

St.  Anne’s 

6 

There  were  no 

cases  amongst 

the  children  at 

Ripley  Hospital  or 

Nazareth  House.  Most  of  these  children  have  been  artificially 
immunised.  Only  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  children  in  the  area 
have  been  protected  by  this  method,  and  no  action,  other  than  advice, 
has  been  taken  to  provide  artificial  immunisation.  The  number  of 
parents  who  ask  for  it  is  increasing  slowly. 

In  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  antitoxin  is  being  used  more 
promptly  and  more  freely. 

Enteric  Fever.  Six  cases  were  notified,  five  of  them  from  an  Insti¬ 
tution.  The  sixth  was  that  of  a  boy  (14)  in  whose  case  the  source 
of  infection  was  not  discovered. 

Dysentery.  One  case,  female  (52),  was  notified  from  an 
Institution. 
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Pneumonia.  Sixty-nine  cases  were  notified,  of  which  20  were 
Influenzal.  Deaths  from  Pneumonia  numbered  39.  There  were  37 
cases  treated  in  hospital. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  As  in  the  previous  year, 
six  cases  of  P.  Pyrexia  were  notified.  One  of  these  was  later  notified  as 
P.  Fever.  One  of  the  P.  Pyrexia  cases  died.  In  the  case  of  the  other 
maternal  death  no  notification  was  received.  Four  of  the  six  cases 
were  treated  in  hospital. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  There  were  two  notifications,  with  one 
death . 

Of  the  non- notifiable  diseases,  94  cases  of  Measles,  65  of  Chicken- 
pox,  234  of  Mumps,  and  160  of  Whooping  Cough  were  reported  from 
the  elementary  schools,  and  the  homes  of  the  children  were  visited  by 
the  school  nurses. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  The  Joint  Hospital,  on  Slyne  Road, 
which  was  opened  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1934,  serves  the  Lancaster 
Borough  and  Rural  District,  the  Borough  of  Morecambe  and  Heysham 
and  the  Urban  District  of  Carnforth.  There  are  56  beds  for  cases 
of  Infectious  Disease,  now  to  be  increased  to  about  80.  When  the 
additional  accommodation  is  provided  it  will  be  possible  to  send  for 
treatment  selected  cases  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  etc. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.  Four  hundred  and  nineteen  speci¬ 
mens  were  examined  at  the  Manchester  Public  Health  Laboratory — 396 
for  Diphtheria,  11  for  Typhoid  Fever,  eight  for  Tuberculosis,  and  four 
miscellaneous. 
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INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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Cancer. — At  the  end  of  the  Report  will  be  found  a  Table  showing 
the  prevalence  of  Cancer  in  particular  organs  over  a  period  of  21  years. 
No  special  enquiries  relating  to  the  disease  in  the  area  have  been  made. 
A  Table  is  also  appended  showing  the  number  of  deaths  annually  since 
the  year  1913.  The  number  in  1935  was  48— the  lowest  figure  since 
1922.  Appropriate  cases  are  sent  from  the  area  to  the  Holt  Radium 
Institute,  Manchester,  for  treatment. 

Tuberculosis  and  the  milk  trade.  A  person  notified  as  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  found  to  be  engaged  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  and  distribution  of  milk,  and  was  persuaded  to  give  up  the 
occupation. 

Tuberculosis. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1935. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm’ry  | 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm’ry 

Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . . 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

- — 

1 . . 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

3 

5 . 

— 

1 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

10 . . 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

15  ...  '... 

2 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

20 . 

8 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

25 . 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

— 

35 . 

5 

— 

— 

1 

5 

1 

— 

— 

45  . . 

4 

4 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

• — 

55 . 

2 

1 

— 

2 

• — 

— 

— 

6  5  6?  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals ... 

34 

16 

14 

17 

13 

10 

!  2 

4 

50 

- T— 

31 

23 

6 

...32... 


The  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  29 
against  16  in  1934,  36  in  1933,  37  in  1932,  28  in  1931,  26  in  1930, 
39  in  1929,  36  in  1928,  and  41  in  1927. 


The  ratio  of  nonmotified  to  total  deaths  was  1  to  29. 


The  explanation  usually  given  of  the  omission  to  notify  was 
forgetfulness,  or  failure  to  diagnose  until  the  patient  was  dying. 

Fluctuations  in  the  number  of  cases  on  the  register  during  the 
year  are  shewn  in  the  table  below  :  — 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

Respiratory. 

Other  Forms. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

(a)  On  register,  1st  January,  1935 

71 

87 

54 

53 

(b)  Notified  for  the  first  time  in  1935 

34 

16 

14 

17 

Total  (d)  and  (b) 

105 

103 

68 

70 

( c )  Removed  from  register  in  1935 

15 

16 

9 

10 

(d)  Remaining,  31st  December,  1935 

90 

87 

59 

60 

This  table  shews  81  cases  notified  for  the  first  time  during  the 
year.  Of  these,  1 1  were  notified  from  the  County  Mental  Hospital, 
9  from  Royal  Infirmary,  1  from  Public  Assistance  Institution,  and  1 
from  Nazareth  House.  Twelve  of  the  50  Pulmonary  cases  died  during 
the  year. 

The  number  who  applied  to  the  County  Dispensary  in  Middle 
Street  for  treatment  was  47.  Those  who  did  not  apply  were  notified 
from  Institutions  or  died  soon  after  notification,  or  removed  from  the 
area,  or  were  written  off  the  register  as  “Diagnosis  not  confirmed.” 

The  number  of  new  patients  examined  by  the  County  Tuberculosis 
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Officers  in  1935  was  124,  and  the  number  of  re-examinations  of  old 
patients  was  418. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Leigh,  Consultant  Tuberculosis  Officer,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  the  information  given  above,  has  also  supplied  the  follow¬ 
ing  table  shewing  the  extent  of  isolation  amongst  those  who  applied 
to  the  Dispensary  for  treatment :  — 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS  OF  TUBERCULOUS  PATIENTS 


on  31st  December,  1935. 


Infectious. 

Not-Infectious. 

N  on-Pulmonary. 

Separate 

Room 

Separate 

Bed 

Not  Sep. 
Bed 

Separate 

Room 

Separate 

Bed 

Not  Sep. 

Bed 

Separate 

Room 

Separate 

Bed 

Not  Sep. 

Bed 

Male  Children ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

8 

3 

2 

Female  Children 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

8 

Male  Adults  . 

29  (11) 

2  (1) 

— 

9 

— 

9 

6 

1 

8 

Female  Adults ... 

14  (8) 

1 

■ — 

9 

— 

6 

7 

1 

10 

Total  . 

43  (19) 

3  (1) 

— 

21 

1 

16 

21 

9 

28 

46  (20)  38  58 

The  figures  in  brackets  denote  the  number  of  infectious  cases  who  were  in 
nstitutions  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 
Particulars  of  each  case  notified  :  — 


Cases 

Vision 

Unimpared 

Vision 

Impared 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

April  2nd  . 

o 

r  < 

i  < 

Two 

o 

*7 

£ 

H 

•  T— "1 

£ 

•  H 

£ 

•  *— < 

£ 

May  20th  . 
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G. — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


The  staff  engaged  in  this  service  consists  of  an  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer, 
and  five  Health  Visitors,  who  are  also  School  Nurses. 


Statistics  for  the  Year  1935. 

Births. 

Registered  ...  (1)  Legitimate :  (2)  Illegitimate  (3)  Total: 

(a)  Live,  686  26  712 

(b)  Still,  27  4  31 


Notified  within 

36  hours  of  (1)  Live  births,  685.  (2)  Still  births,  30.  Total  715. 
birth  ...  (1)  By  Midwives,  658.  (2)  By  parents  G?  doctors,  57. 

Infant  Deaths. 

Number  ...  (1)  Legitimate,  40.  (2)  Illegitimate,  1.  (3)  Total,  41. 
wate  per  1,000  j  ^  Legitimate,  58.  (2)  Illegitimate,  38.  Total,  57. 


Maternal  Deaths. — Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence 
of,  childbirth  :  — 

(a)  From  Sepsis  ...  2 

(b)  Other  Causes  ...  — 

Midwives. — Number  practising  in  the  district :  — 

(1)  Trained,  16;  (2)  Untrained,  1. 

Midwifery.- — In  714  cases  investigated:  — 


Attended  by  Doctor  . 

181 

,,  ,,  Trained  Midwife  ... 

444 

„  „  Untrained  „ 

58 

,,  ,,  Handywoman 

— 

Born  before  arrival  of  attendant  . . . 

31 

Health  Visitors. — Visits  paid  during  the  year  :  — 

To  Expectant  Mothers  ...  (1)  First  Visits,  40;  (2)  Total  Visits,  87. 
To  Infants  under  1  ...  (1)  First  Visits,  704;  (2)  Total  Visits,  3,516. 

To  Children  1 — 5  ...  (1)  Total  Visits,  5,101. 

Other  M.  and  C.  W.  Visits,  82. 
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Municipal  Centres  and  Clinics. 


Average  Attendance 
per  Session. 

Numbers  who  attended 
for  the  First  Time. 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Centres : 

Thurnham  House  (1)  . 

— 

69 

— 

287 

Thurnham  House  (2)  . 

— 

89 

264 

Skerton  . 

— 

68 

239 

Antenatal  Clinic  . 

12 

— 

240 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Number 
of  Cases 
Notified 

Number 
of  Cases 

V  isited 

Number 
of  Cases 
Nursed 

Number 
removed 
to  Hosp’l 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

2 

2 

2 

_ 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

. . . 

6 

6 

— 

4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

^Measles  and  German  Measles  v 

G  ID 
v  1 

- — 

17 

1 

— 

* Whooping  Cough  ... 

u  b-( 

-  H3  O 

£ 

— 

116 

■ 

— 

*  Epidemic  Diarrhoea 

U  3 

— 

4 

— 

- - 

*  Not  Notifiable. 
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'  Notification  of  Births. — Nine  cases  were  not  notified  within  36 
hours  as  required  by  the  Act.  In  each  case  of  failure  to  notify,  the 
parent  was  asked  to  explain  the  omission. 


Unqualified  Midwifery.— The  number  of  confinements  at  which 
the  attendant  was  not  either  a  doctor  or  trained  midwife  was  58. 
The  number  was  64  in  1934,  67  in  1933,  61  in  1932,  74  in  1931, 
64  in  1930,  53  in  1929,  and  111  in  1928. 

Lying-in  Beds. — There  were  1 1 5  births  in  the  Infirmary,  6  in  the 
Public  Assistance  Institution,  and  21  in  private  Maternity  Homes. 

Stillbirths. — There  were  30  stillborn  babies  registered  during  the 
year,  of  whom  30  were  notified. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  4 1  deaths  under  one  year,  against 
31  in  1934,  42  in  1933,  54  in  1932,  39  in  1931,  37  in  1930,  66  in  1929, 
48  in  1928,  and  50  in  1927.  Sixteen  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred 
during  the  first  week,  eleven  of  these  being  attributed  to  premature  birth. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  57  shewed  an  increase  of  12  on  the 
previous  year’s  lowest-omrecord. 

Maternal  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  two  mothers  were  connected 
with  childbirth,  both  from  sepsis.  The  investigation  of  these  deaths 
was  carried  out  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 
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TABLE  IV.— INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  One  Year  of  Age 


as 
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£ 
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* 
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<U 
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o 
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cu 
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^  G 
G 

£  £ 

G^ 
o  R 

a  v 

R  13 
CO  G 
G 

£  6 
gcr. 

O  R 

G  ^ 
G  ~-o 

CO  g 

to  G 
AS  G 
-M  CM 

G  t-l 

£  ^ 

£ 

G 

Total 

under  1  ] 

1  Smallpox 

]  2  Chicken-pox  . 

3  Measles 
j  4  Scarlet  Fever 
'  5  Whoop’g  Cough 
6  Diphtheria  and 

. 

. 

Croup 

7  Erysipelas 

8  Tuberculous 

Meningitis  . 

9  Abdominal 

Tuberculosis 

10  Other  Tubercu- 
’  lous  Diseases 

11  Meningitis  ( not 

Tuberculous )  . 

1 

1 

12  Convulsions  . 

13  Laryngitis 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

14  Bronchitis 

15  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

— • 

2 

(all  forms)  . 

. 

. 

2 

2 

2 

6 

16  Diarrhoea 

2 

2 

117  Enteritis 

118  Gastritis 

. 

2 

. 

2 

19  Syphilis . 

20  Rickets . 

i 

1 

21  Suffocation 

(overlaying)  ... 

22  Injury  at  Birth 

23  Atelectasis 

/  24  Congenital  Mai- 

1 

1 

1 

formations  . 

1 

1 

1 

25  Premature  Birth 
"  26  Atrophy, 

11 

1 

1 

. 

13 

13 

Debility  and 

'  Marasmus  . 

2 

2 

2 

27  Other  Causes . 

3 

1 

1 

5 

1 

6 

Totals . 

16 

5 

2 

23 

10 

4 

2 

2 

41 

Ante-Natal  Clinic.-  -The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  made 
use  of  this  Clinic  shewed  an  increase  of  35.  The  number  who  attended 
in  1935  was  240,  of  whom  228  were  married  and  12  single.  Multi' 
parse  numbered  153,  primiparse  87,  and  16  were  not  pregnant.  Thirty' 
seven  were  referred  by  Health  Visitors,  79  by  Midwives,  and  124 
attended  of  their  own  accord  or  were  advised  to  attend  by  husband 
or  friends. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Nursing  Society,  15  expectant  mothers 
were  provided  with  free  midwifery  attendance  and  26  were  attended 
at  reduced  fees,  the  payments  made  to  the  Society  by  the  women 
‘amounting  to  £7  18s.  6d. 

Seventy'two  women  were  found  to  be  in  urgent  need  of  dental 
treatment.  Thirty'six  of  these  were  necessitous  and  were  offered  free 
treatment  at  the  Dental  Clinic,  but  four  refused. 

In  three  cases  blood  was  examined  for  the  Wasserman  reaction, 
with  a  positive  result  in  one  case.  Three  smears  were  taken  and  ex' 
amined,  with  negative  results. 

Fourteen  women  were  referred  to  the  Infirmary  Maternity  ward,  of 
whom  three  were  referred  directly,  three  to  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution,  and  two  were  admitted  to  St.  Monica’s  Home,  Kendal. 

Orthopaedic  After-Care  Centre. — There  were  nine  new  cases 
of  children  under  school  age,  with  nomtubercular  deformities,  who 
attended  for  the  first  time. 

The  nature  of  the  defect  was:- — Rickets,  4;  Flat  Feet  and  Rickets, 
1;  Knock  Knee,  2;  Talipes  Valgus,  1;  Diplegia,  1. 

One  child  under  school  age  was  admited  to  the  Ethel  Hedley 
Hospital,  Windermere,  for  impatient  treatment. 

Sixteen  examinations  were  made  at  the  After'Care  Centre  of  the 
10  new  cases,  and  15  reexaminations  of  8  old  cases. 

Assisted  Milk  Supply. — The  amount  of  dried  milk  distributed 
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at  less  than  cost  price  was  10,243  lbs.,  compared  with  8,936  lbs.  in 
1934.  2,649  lbs.  were  sold  at  cost  price,  1,010  lbs.  at  half-cost  and 
9,233  lbs.  given  free,  in  accordance  with  the  scale  based  on  the  family 
income. 

Thirty-one  children  under  school  age  were  treated  at  the  Minor 
Ailments  Clinic,  45  at  the  Dental  Clinic,  and  eight  were  referred  to 
the  Royal  Infirmary  for  removal  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

Inflammation  of  the  Eye  in  the  New-born.- — Thirteen  cases  were 
investigated  at  the  request  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Squint  in  Children  under  5  years. — Fourteen  children  were  ex¬ 
amined  by  Dr.  Sykes,  who  prescribed  spectacles  in  all  cases. 


The  Port  of  Lancaster. 

My  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Port  of  Lancaster 
having  already  been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  state  here  that  nothing  eventful  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  in  1935  was  240  vessels, 
compared  with  245  in  the  previous  year. 


CANCER  DEATHS,  1915-1935. 
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Unspecified  Organs 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 
1913—1935. 


Year. 

Total  Deaths 
(all  causes). 

Deaths  from  Cancer. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1913 

524 

20 

27 

47 

1914 

488 

11 

25 

36 

1915 

554 

15 

13 

28 

1916 

553 

19 

16 

35 

1917 

515 

16 

18 

34 

1918 

682 

20 

23 

43 

1919 

539 

18 

21 

39 

1920 

499 

16 

28 

44 

1921 

499 

18 

27 

45 

1922 

556 

21 

21 

42 

1923 

497 

22 

33 

55 

1924 

565 

31 

33 

64 

1925 

570 

31 

31 

62 

1926 

475 

33 

32 

65 

1927 

560 

27 

40 

67 

1928 

488 

42 

40 

82 

1929 

609 

21 

33 

54 

1930 

525 

26 

39 

65 

1931 

532 

40 

27 

67 

1932 

540 

27 

33 

60 

1933 

564 

38 

25 

63 

1934 

513 

26 

28 

54 

1935 

560 

27 

21 

48 

Total  23  years 

12,407 

565 

634 

1,199 

Ratio  of  Cancer  deaths  to  total  deaths :  — 

1913—1917,  1  in  15. 
1918—1922,  1  in  13. 
1923—1927,  1  in  9. 
1928—1932,  1  in  8. 
1933—1935,  1  in  10. 
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1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Total  Deaths 
under  1  year. 

Deaths  within 
the  First  Week. 

Deaths  in  Second 
to  Fourth  Weeks. 

43 

14 

7 

50 

10 

10 

48 

13 

7 

66 

23 

6 

37 

14 

8 

39 

10 

4 

54 

14 

14 

42 

16 

8 

31 

15 

6 

41 

16 

7 

43 


BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1935. 
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Water  Analysis. 


A  sample  of  water  taken  on  31st  December,  1935,  from  a  house 
tap,  Dalton  Square,  supplied  from  Damas  Reservoir  through  Lang' 
thwaite  Filter-house,  was  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Manchester,  with  the  following  results  :  — - 


I. — Bacteriological  Examination. 


Aerobic  micro-organisms  growing  in 

In  3  days  at  22°  C. 

In  2  days  at  37°  C. 

yeastrel  agar 

*  *  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

No.  of  Colonies 
per  c.c.  of  water. 

39 

6 

Bacteria  associated  with  sewage  or 
faecal  pollution : 

Quantity  of  water  in  which  these 
bacteria  were 
found.  not  found. 

Bacillus  coli  ...  ...  ...  - — -  100  c.c. 


Probable  number  of  coli-aerogenes  bacteria  per 

100  c.c.  of  water  ...  ...  ...  0 

(From  McCrady’s  Tables,  Ministry  of  Health, 

1934.) 


II.— Chemical  Examination. 

(Numerical  results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000.) 

Colour — Greyish  Green.  Turbidity — Slight.  Smell — None. 


Oxygen  absorbed  ...  0.025 

Free  6?  Saline  Ammonia  .  0.0010 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  0.0024 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  ...  Nil 
Nitric  Nitrogen  ...  0.036 

Chlorides  ...  ...  0.7 


Hardness  \  Temporary  ...  0.5 

(Clarke’s  [  Permanent  ...  2.6 

method)  Total  ...  3.1 

Reaction,  PH  .  6.0 

Action  on  Lead  (24  hours)  0.24 
Metals — Aluminium  ...  Trace 
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